SONYA

by Edward Z. Epstein

he was one of the mest exciting

figure skaters the United States ever pra-

duced. Me was ome of Canada’s leading
treator of champigns.” They were young when
they met, from different worlds. He was hand-
some, talented and tatally devoted te the wodd
of skating. She was nai onby pretty bet pes-
sessed an iron wall o succeed.

They fell in love,

The stocies of Senya Klopfer and Peter
Dunfield are nok the steff of typical skaters.
But thea there is litile that is typical about
these twa people.

Her talent surfaced garly on - she became the
youngest goid medalist in the LLS.A., passing her
eaghth test by the age of thirtees [Dick Buften
later described her as the stromgest female
skater he'd ever seen). Her rize to the top was
hard-won, & famdy effort, fusled not by dreams
of waalth and acclaim but by 5 youngster's hesrs-
feit fove of the sporl N was - still & - in oy
blood.” states Soarya Klopfer Dunfield today.

Brooklyn, Mew York, has prodeced many
renowmed females [Barbra Stresand, actress-
es Barbara Stanwyck and Susan Hayward
aman] themi, bet Seerya Klepfer is unguestion-
ahly the boreugh's mast famous figure sicater.

She was brought up im the Bediod-
Stywesand ares, "My mother, Margerethe,
named me for Somja Hende” recalls Sonya,
“hutt nait because she thaught | would become
o skaler”

"I was told thal the day Mrs. Kiopler gave
birth,” smiles Peter Dunfield, “she'd seen a pic-
fure in ihe Bew York Times of Ssaja Henie, whe

PETER DUNFIELD

WINGS ON THEIR FEET

was skating a1 Madson Square Garden She
loaiced a1 her new baky grl, who bad the same
dimples, and named her Sonya, wlth 2 g~

Senya's dad, Dswald. 2 moechinist by trade,
had oapeing hesith problems. 3 resell of 2
mear-fatal accident [Fellow workers ot First
thought he was dead]. He'd broken his back,
asd during the slow, painful recovery pracess
the family's savings wers dipiwted. [Weth typs
cal Klapfer family resalve, Mr. Kopfer eveatusi-
ly rtwried bo wark.)

Hew did young Sonya find ber wary onts the
ice? Fhe can recall 2 e she duint want to
skate [she began when her sother. whs lowed
the sport. bowght her 2 pair of dosbie remners]
On ong sccasen, slons, she went ts 2 posl that
was frozen over She never heid hack. and 9= a2
kud, | broke mry aose. 1 lefl me with only nmety-
percent of two Bundred-percent of the air |

Her sisters skated at the ekl Brooklyn lce
Palace. Soaya bepged te go along. Dnce there,
she never wanted 1o lesve, which was fine with
her mom. Az Sanya recalls, “Skaling kept me
aff the streets, and out of trouble.

9 started Gnle” reflects Soeys [she was
nena]. & pro at the rink, Ingrid Lordahl, spotted
the youngater and lezzeas began, AMtar only six
wetks of ¢ne fiftesn-minute azon per waeek,
e cheld was daing a sit-gpen,

There were no spoasors: for aspining com-
petdars in those days - the enormous costs of
skating were borme by the skater's famidy In
st cazes, it was an impessible borden.

“Bul | was fortunate” states Seeya, "Wy sis-
ters weve very supgortve, and helped 2 great
deal” Lales, Somya’s brather-indaw and several
of i friends, Franced Sanya's amateur skating
canver [*) paid @ all back,” she notes]

They knew | was in love with every aspect of
skating — | was a kid obsessed!

‘should have been taking in threegh my nostris

Her Emited 3ir intake was 3 condition that
never improved. The athiste was abways amesed
that she was regended 33 Sech 3 powerbouss
shater. It never dawned on me that mry resthing
probbem should have been a prables

Growiag up m Brookiyn permited m mom
for coddling. Sanya had three sésters. te sider
[rsula and Trudyl ene ysenger [Anital 9
always ran up the free Fiights of stairs to our
apariment.” recalls Samya. Ted | could clmb 2
barbed-wire fence withost asy problem” Her
physical staming woeld prove te be 3 greal
asset in her arzenal
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Her progress was swift. She was enendled in
the Brooklym Figure Skating Club, and after
only one year, placed fifth [wut of sixieen
shpters”] m the bbd-Atianti juveniles [she was
the youmgest competitor]. 1 felt | had wan!® she
exclaims. Within four years [if taek others cas-
& 1 twehie] she'd pasted ber wighth Lest (she
wz thirteen years gid)

Bill Chase was anather pro at the Bronkiyn
lce Palace who recagnized Sonya's talent. His
temhing methods were snconventional. “He
wonld push you infD positions,” explaing Somya.
“He was a genius st working with body struc-
fure. He taoght me body kafance. Strangihmed



ed many of har compet|

pently swarded her 3 tro-
phy “For 2l these you didn't get”
Sanvya, ber mether and sister spent sem-

mértmes 3t Lake P

wWiEre SOmid was

Erached by 1he rendemed Howard Bicholson
hadl incheded

I wWikse

werenl ncked min

Necholsom my figeres. and U

me my program.”

As 3 youngster Senva loved movie me
cals - “We'd =il put of Ehe theater dancing
Palace. I'd skate aff day on Saterdey sed my Dwreasgh the lsbby™ - and she was inspired by a
#0r oni Lhe siver sorgen: Balita, =i
ng - her exienson, power, her

3

Sizters come 1o The evéaeng sesseons The

speed aksters would wend i3 meet! my us-

less, and 1o copx me isle { Eher o [Somya's ewm spiral and spit-jump
they laught me those mace losg power moag the Few in Belta's leapue )

sirokes - they koew | mas i lowe w

ya's alfinily for music fransiated

azpect of shating # ice. She was amang the fist

Somya wan Nat with a

whes [he
e me bn vicse
ter “persenality and wllaily™ oo the ice fed 19 retain
were memirable, recalls y Hr chice my
“hne that sp she recalls. “me
The Club's back 1he

tunily to teach Sa

won Nai

Jeanints] Once the yecagite New York and Bos k. BaLh
had that scoomplishment under her bell the

tilers. Being

champsn was a

skating wers

ltan, the tensmng and pressores

campetifion o

queted Bave York's famees outdoor thatmg 1530, thanks to Seoya

pand became aware of te 75 yrar gt New vk was triumgphant. She wor the LLE

Dise cay, after she'd ciated 2 exdebiion Lades Champansben [Te
brtween  pobil pig of the naer-ap). Somya was

ThIEfvers Ex tver lo wen Dhe Glle (o distinction [hat

Was sE0n ol Tara Lipinski’s U5, vic:

d {ram




EL'-:IJJ won North Americass (hal YEAL
and placed secend the folkeing year in the
World championships [she was also capfadn
of the Olympic leam that year)

Over the years, Somya remained one of
the few compeldors who excelled at both
schaol figures and free skaling. Figures
were then worth sicty-pencent towards the
finel scare, and as fong as the leader didn?
shate @ disastrows free program, the tith
would be hers [or his). Sanya and Dick Button
were in the vanguand of the new order: out-
standeng in both categories [Sonya bemaans

of a vintage Heltyweod fibm. “ was snewing
| was along, wallang arownd the beautis
lzke 5! Breadmoor. Halfwey sreund, | 1ow 3
young lady approaching me. Somehow |
knew - "B yeur name Somya Mepler™T |
asked. We ended up talking for hewry
Ounfield smiles af the recoliectsn, addeg
guaetly: "5l wias wery much mesn] by be"

Bid & didnt hazpes overnight

Peter loved to teach, and balt 8 prosest
careet 23 & coach jwilh hases of eperation m
Baftimere, Chicage New York sd (Mtawa

| never touch the barrier when | coach, my
skates are on, and my method is hands-on

Ihe phasing oul of scheal fagiaes: *A preat
lage for teday's skalers "],

Far Sonya, it was always the perfarming
mot the sccolades o moedals, which remaingd

meaningful and memorshle.

Peter Donfield, bom and educated in
Toronto, Datario, never saw Sosya skale in
competition [ie coverage of figure-ghal-
ing was non-exisiend at that time]. He was harg
at work an Rt own promming compeStve
caresr, baving trained # the Toronto Skating
Clut and, in the United States, at the
Brosdmear Skating Chub in Caloradn Sprimgs
Hiz coaches iciuded the noted Sheldos
Balbraith, Armald Berschwiler and Eileen Srigh

Dunfield wom the Canadin Men's Junios
thampienship m 1851, the year Sonya ini-
umphed at the LS. nationats. Peter's coack
had raved about her pecformance, and
DBunfield recalte. i was the first time I'd
heasd her name.”

Ey the lsme Peler enfersd mternational
competition, representing his natve Canada
n the World championships = 1853 amd
1954, Soaya had tumed pro

“We mel in 1961 in Calorado Sprmgs.” he
recalls, destrshing an encoissder witually out

[Canada]]. Dver the yesrs, & myriad of meds-
isds sad champioss bave bemn his pupls
Renadd and Vivan Joseph [ 1964 (hyope: Pars
Bronze medalistz; 1965 Worlds Siwer meds
izts}: Tma Noyes [ 1568 Fymaics. Foorth place}
Scott Ethas Allen [1968 Weridy, foorth placed
Patrick Pera [1§77 Dhympis Broege medaist}
Elizabeth Maniey |88 Olympe Sdver medad
istf Yuka Satp [1964 Worid Clopion] Peter
has alss worked with Jonet Lyon, Peggy
Fleming, Jsbn Curry and Tofer Cransten To
date, ke hus cosched of so hygec Games
and twenty Word champonehgps
Sophistcated seal dapper, Durfiedd ks
shiayi had & destnclee porsanal his [
reporter once characterized him 33 Hressing
mech kke one would sopect Be =ost stad
hanker to be His dark st sed cesseruatoe e
only begiften his good ooks.”), 1 never teock
the barrser when | coach” be explens Uy
skales are on. and my method & honds-en *

After the 1957 Bympict. Seayd fud
hoped ta remam m competition. bet financid
preseires Oictaied asather St She

distingmished prefessions
career, starring in lce Capades Hgiwday
lce. andl Cinderella on lce st Empress Hall

lammched 2
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Londos, England, She replaced Ber mame-
sake, Sana Heme, lor 3 yead = Heost's oam
e feve, and was the finsd n-persan tioatng
attraction # the legendary Raxy Theater m
Rew York

In M Yoric, in 1954, Peter and Somya ted
the konat. 1 knew | wasted to be marred sad
have children® states Seoya She'd bermed
her back #a 2 Hollywesd sffer - "1 made the
decision mot to take & | wanted 3 home pad
Tamaly | knew | woolde meiss the spatight ™

She made o bued {orey obs e bend of pro-
fessional compeliion sod wen fhe World
Professinnal Champinmheg n |ake Placd [t
event had bemn prganaed by Ser formmer g
Howard Mecholion snd Gos: Lasai]

When Peter and Sooya pmined the staff st
the Skating Club of New York, “Ne bved oo
Esghth Avenme” recalis Peler, iy & fow
blscks walk from the o koekesd rink af
Madigen Squars Garfies, where Samya aed |
taughl indrvedualty and together ™

Their careers fiourshed. “They werked 58
well together, they formed such 2 good tesm
as teachers” recalls Mascy Strester, who
came to know them well doring thin perind
“Lomya was 50 specifc abaut how ta be i o
tact wath varsms p:ﬂla'!ﬂ'lhﬂ]%m
preerte in 3 different weay - bl each kew
wiat your hip was doing wrong!

“They were champions in their own right,
of course, but cared 35 mach for acoll
skaters as the younger saes. They e to i
that the oider skaters irpl up o free-siaing
Sasya worked with a kst of adeity Peter was
wanderful 3t teaching one how ta parfeer -
and he'd encourage v all to skale

“They were wonderful with the Jumor
Cizh, tos. beginnerson-up B's wery mesual
to have that dual capatebity Peter 52t reakistic
expectations - he gave my daughter beg 2 oy
of skating thal might met hose bees (here
with pther pres

“It's remarkabile what Peler and Sovya are
asble to pve stodents regandess of age or

stage” Not to mesdion e fact that, onand off
the e, “They're fun’™ exclaims Mra Streeter

The most rewarding dividends in lhe per-
sanal lives of the Dunfisids arrived in 1968
o 1970, when sons Bregary and Roger
were barn. “We were careful, over lhe years,
fo ecucate them to talerale eur high-2nergy
[Fves, our trary occupation,™ shserves Peter,

The beys were raesed in Cresskl, Mew
Jersey, amd Otlawa, capital of Canada.
“They're very cosmopolifan,” observes their
dud tndey, referring to their lifestyles, aducs-
fion and Ehe fact thal they enoy dual citinen-
ship: “We consider them Morth Americans.”
smiles Pelar

Sanya trained Dorothy Hamill, from her
faurth ta eighth tests through her Mational
Kavice aad Junior fitles, her first year in
Matsosal Sanors and the 1977 pre-Qlympic
competition in Sappon, Japan. [Peter worked
with Hamill on ber pragrams.| Soaya worked
with Taller Cransten [she taught hem his wg-
nature camel spnl amd worked with
Elizabeth Maaley and Yaka Sato. She coached
Dwwid Lin for the 1984 and 1858 Dlympics.

Oee promitang young Mew York Club pupil,
passionate abowt shating. was Vera Wanp
Sarya taught Ser fgures aad free skating, Prter
worked wilh ber 30 her programs, cheneogra-
pivy 30t pairs. Vers and partner Jimmy Stewar
were Matnral Jumer pairs competinrs.

When Peter and Yuka 3aio began thew col
laboration [she couldnt speak Englishl he
asked her what she fied best about skating.
She lookeed up his geestion i her dictionary,
word by word, Her response 1 like to sweat, |
ke to work hard” Peter recalis his responie -
bt thaieght. “Haney, you're on”

Yeka recalls her response to Pefer: "My
father had brought me to Ottawa, to traim
with M. Dundiedd [Yica's parents had known
tum for years]. He met us at the airporl, and
seemad bke such 2 nice guy! Toosice - | wan-
dered, ‘s ke really paing fo be abile to lead me
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a5 a gtnct coach? Wil things work oul ™

*The next day | had my Tirst lessen with
him - we |poked at each other eye-le-eye, and
connected inslamlly as studesi-and-leacher
Hee would look in hig dictionary amd give me 2
word - |'d book in ming - the comnectiom
betwees s was very slrong

“It waz guile amaring - we didn'l spesi
thi same linguage, bel he could reach mils
your soul. He would try and Tesl whal | el
Tht was a rebief for mal”

Things worked cut very well indeed - Yuka
won Lhe World champonsksp in 1954 [thet
season Dusfield was named PSA's Coach of
Thee Yeear].

Peter always had innowative ideas on the
futere of shatisg; s impact on the skating
waild has reacked into the Ives of all skaters.
Im Wew Yook, he created, owned and operated
the remawned Sky Rink Sketing School. Until
the fﬂll!miru!n:h—!qhhh. he was bead coach
of the Skating Ciab of Kew York

With SCNY s conperation, For fifteen yeass
Dumfiedd produced snd directed the ice show
at Rockefeber Center for the benefit of the
United Hospital Fund of Mew York |7 consed
ered thal my pereenal coetribetion to New
York Citg" ha declares today)

“Poter iz 3 wonderful organizer,” obeerves
Naecy Strester. “We had a ball doing those
Rockefeller Conter shows - every year he
pulled it all tegether in such a short time™

A past president of the PSA, during his
presidency the insuguration of the Mational
Rating System fof coaches and the first
anmual coaches conferences were started. To
date, bath of these iniatmes have become
thie largest in the warld of their kind. & ehas-
ter member of the 151, he was a member of
the cammiliee thal doveloped and inasigurat-
ed the IS recreational test program. Pater
wadk the farst chasrman of the caaching coge-
dimating committes of the Canadan Figure
Skating Association [he represented 3500

Canadian coaches on the CFSA Besrd]

The yesrs have ot diminshed the cre
ative capacities of Sonya asd Peter
PCE'SI!L‘H'HH and professionally, ey conlinme
to thriwe. Peler hes lmnched 3w worid-
witde service company based m New Yok City
called “lce Advice ™ He specialiges = o sie
work”™ wilth coaches of indwideal faclfes to
develop thew skillg

The Dunfieids are thrilled that thes chd-
dren lead “really interesting Fves, with
Triends all over the werld” Peter aad Sosya
will s0an become granfipasents, and thes year
celebrale Thirty-six years of marriage. Thew
secret? “We've abways been coreful tn mess-
Rain our sdividuality” declores Peter. "l B
doing mamy things together, masry S sep-
arately” B's a near-perfect relatieashiy W
can be apar! angf logetfer”

The couple’s admiration aad respect for
Ice Theater of New Vork s accomplish-
ments, aspirations, and goals. reflect the
slandard of artistic integrity they've man:
lained for themselves throoghoei their
careers. Mew challenges intrgue them, aad
their enthugiasm i Conlag.

The cowple mmnisns an apariment o
Mew York and homes in Sus Valey, kabe
and oa Berford Lake, sorihk of Toronis
Canada. A philosopher once shserved that
success iz 3 toy halioos among chéldren
armed with skarp pins. The Denfelds have
managed 1o clode the “sharp pims.” Their
sapa continues, their mpac] endwres

Edward I Egrien i suthr of Tweaty baoes e
mest recest SOSN J0 SCITE Mhe Mctel Dess
STery (Baflerbes). b the Fall, by wil sppew o B
ALE Bingraphy inievision pefirt, s regard b POR-
TRUT OF JEMMIFER, his bisgraphy of actress
Jeanifer Jones [Hmon & Schusher] SR & pimy b=
wtitlen Samed e the e of dvo Sectee o coresfly
unisr ot b profecss Devid Gewn Epdss &
curtently al work oo 2 book WS e il chomg-
vk Marps Lsowe and Evgey Piaten U sksteg devs-
Eee sinoe ohikdhood, he 2 5 loreer Ehe-Lfefer
Stetes Rovon crosgesn
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